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Some Important 
Considerations in the 


Mixing of Silver Amalgam 


JOHN H. MOSTELLER, D.DS., F.L.C.D. 
Mobile, Alabama 





One of the important steps in the arch- 
itecture of a noble amalgam restoration is 
correct mixing of the alloy and mercury. 
All alloys are subject to changes in their 
physical properties when the mixing time 
is varied but since the fine cut alloys dem- 
onstrate a smaller variation in dimensional 
change when the mixing interval is al- 
tered,** as well as other advantages, they 
have been recommended by the author in 
previous papers.*: ° 


Alloy to Mercury Ratio 


Gray" * pointed out the importance 
of proper proportioning of alloy to 
mercury thirty-five years ago and the ratio 
recommended by the manufacturer of the 
particular alloy in use should still be 
strictly adhered to. If less mercury is used 
the working plasticity of the material is 
invalidated and our filling will corrode 
due to the scabrous surface formed by the 
many unamalgamated particles which the 
exigency of mercury fails to coat. While 
no benefits are to be derived from using 
an excess of mercury, evidently no partic- 
ular harm is done in doing so, provided 
all the excess is removed from the amal- 
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Presented at the Odontological Society of 
Western Pennsylvania, December 1953. 
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gamated mass before and during cond 
sation. The fallacy in using an exce 
amount of mercury in the mix is that thd 
tendency would be not to remove it! 
The deleterious results of excess met 
cury in an amalgam restoration are 4 
creased crushing strength and hardne 
increased flow and expansion,’® and 4 
reduced resistance to tarnish.? The fis 
four of these detrimental results may 
accounted for chiefly due to the delays 
action of the excess mercury to reach 
equilibrium within the amalgam mass 
whereas the tarnish is caused by the for 
mation of mercuric sulfide in response t 
the action of hydrogen sulfide of fer 

ing foods, which slowly oxidizes in t 
mouth to a sulfate. Fortunately this su 
fate is an insoluble salt thus preventif 
true corrosion, but surface tarnish does 0 
cur. 


Although such a restoration may be pe 
ished to a high degree of luster, in all bu 
the most meticulous mouths it will darke 
in time. Since it is a surface tarnis 
rather than actual corrosion the filling ¢ 
be repolished only to usually become dat 
again. Amalgam that has been con 
inated with saliva will corrode throughe 
the filling and can not usually be rept 
ished,”? a difference that may be used 4 





an indication of the error committed in 
the operative procedures. Scabrous sur- 
faced amalgam restorations whether they 
be due to poor condensation or the use of 
undermixed material will usually not 
maintain a polish either. 

When a high ratio of mercury is used in 
the mix a considerable amount of alloy 
is removed in solution when the excess 
mercury is expressed which results in a 
very small mass of amalgam in compari- 
son to the weight of alloy and mercury 
used. The use of a high ratio of mercury 
is uneconomical as well as increasing the 
possibility of developing insufficient 
amalgam to fill the cavity thus necessitat- 
ing a second mix when the time required 
to condense the filling does not warrant 
it. Large restorations frequently demand 
multiple mixes since amalgam that is over 
three minutes old should be discarded and 
excessively large mixes should be avoided. 
However there are certainly no advantages 
to using two mixes for a smaller filling; 
the second mix merely becomes an incon- 
venience. 

Since the proportioning of alloy and 
mercury is not a critical measurement we 
see no need for any elaborate scales or 
balances. The Crandall scale is excellent 
if the recommended ratio is employed and 
some manufacturers package their alloy 
and mercury in separate preweighed cap- 
sules which many men find convenient. 
The gravity drop dispensers used by the 
majority of dentists will suffice provided 
the measuring device employed was de- 
signed for the particular brand and cut of 
alloy used. 

Undermixing 


A mix of alloy and mercury that is un- 
dertriturated will be plagued with exces- 


This increased expan- 
sion is due to a deficiency in the forma- 
ion of the solid solution, Gamma 2 phase, 
and a subsequence predominance of the 
bilver mercury phase, Gamma 1, which has 


Ags5Hg8."* Both Gaylor ** and Gray ** 
agree that expansion of amalgam is due 
to the crystallization of Gamma 1 and it 
therefore must follow that manipulation 
which results in a predominance of this 
phase will cause the resulting amalgam to 
expand prodigiously. The weakened crush- 
ing strength is probably associated with 
the complete lack of homogeniety of un- 
dermixed amalgam with its high per- 
centage of unaltered Gamma particles, 
Ag3Sn. 

Skinner *® has shown that approximate- 
ly 90% of total flow occurs during the 
first 8 hours. This is in the laboratory 
under a static load, of course. In the 
mouth if we have no load during this 
period it seems that no flow would exist. 
Flow is reduced as packing pressure is in- 
creased up to about 8000 pounds per 
square inch ** and thus it is obvious that 
correct heavy condensation plus the avoid- 
ance of direct masticating forces on a 
fresh restoration for several hours will 
void, for all practical purposes, any dan- 
gers of flow regardless of the manipula- 
tion of the material, within reasonable 
limits.*8 

Overmixing 

Amalgam that is overtriturated may fail 
to expand the three microns per centi- 
meter minimum required by A.D.A. Spec- 
ification No. 1 or may actually contract 
slightly. This is due to the increased for- 
mation of Gamma 2 promoted by the 
longer mixing of the material and the 
subsequent diminished crystallization of 
Gamma 1.'* Gaylor *® attributes the in-*, 
variable initial contraction of amalgam to 
the removal of the free mercury from be- 
tween the alloy fillings to form the solid 
solution, Gamma 2. Thus manipulation 
which increases the formation of this solid 
solution while retarding the crystallization 
of the expansion producing Gamma 1 
phase will naturally result in reduced ex- 
pansion. 

If the trituration time is extended fur- 
ther, it encroaches upon the crystallization 





period of the Gamma 1, the amount of 
which has already been reduced, and some 
of the crystals will be broken down into 
solution again which reduces further the 
amount of expansion producing substance 
in the amalgam and actual contraction can 
result. 

The present A.D.A. specification test 
for dimensional change requires that a 5 
mm. x 10 mm. cylindrical specimen shall 
increase in length between 3 and 13 mi- 
crons per centimeter during the first 24 
hours. The theory of this required slight 
expansion is based on the difference be- 
tween the linear thermal expansions of 
amalgam and dentin with the idea that 
the slight expansion of the material in 
the cavity during the setting will com- 
pensate for the slightly greater contrac- 
tion of the restoration than the tooth when 
submitted to cold drinks or foods. This 
appears of academic interest only for 
several investigators have reported an in- 
ability to demonstrate contraction clin- 
The average amalgam filling 


ically.*° 22 
measures about 5 millimeters or less across 
its widest occlusal portion and thus mate- 
rial that contracts 3 or 4 microns per cen- 
timeter in the laboratory would result in 
about a 2 microns or less contraction in 
the filling which simply doesn’t show up 


clinically. The specification is based on 
the theory of a slight expansion causing 
a compression of the dentin but naturally 
the all important consideration is the ena- 
mel margin and doubt has been frequently 
expressed as to the possibility of enamel 
being compressed by a slightly expanding 
filling. Such expansion would more like- 
ly occur linearly or occlusally along the 
least line of resistance rather than later- 
ally against the confining cavity walls. It 
must be remembered that the laboratory 
tests are conducted on non-confined speci- 
mens that are free to expand in all direc- 
tions equally, which is certainly not the 
case in the mouth. 

About 10 microns per centimeter is the 
maximum contraction that can be obtained 


with an alloy that meets A.D.A. specifica. 
tions, regardless of the mixing time. Clin 
ical observation for three years at the Uni- 
versity of Indiana of amalgam restorations 
fabricated from a special formula alloy 
which contracted over 30 microns per cen 
timeter in the laboratory under the same 
manipulation used in the clinic failed to 
demonstrate a single failure due to shrink 
age of the material.** The ditch that is 
frequently seen around amalgam fillings 
and that is believed to be caused by com 
traction of the amalgam is usually caused 
by poor condensation and adaptation of 
the amalgam, the pooling of free mercury 
at the margins, or the fracture of a feather 
edge amalgam margin. 

On the other hand surveys of amalgam 
failures have revealed many due to exces 
sive expansion. Day to day clinical ob 
servation will verify this. In overtritut 
ation as in undertrituration flow is m 
problem provided the restoration is well 
condensed and protected from the dy 
namic forces of mastication for several 
hours. 

Over two decades ago Ward and Scott® 
found an increased crushing strength was 
obtained by more thorough mixing than 
recommended by the manufacturers but 
warned against such manipulation due to 
their fear of the slight contraction that 
occurred. It is now evident that shrink 
age of amalgam is not a clinical problem 
while the avoidance of excess expanison 
definitely is. The tendency in the average 
dental office is to undermix particuladly 
if the mortar and pestle is used. We 
therefore advocate a more thorough mit 
ing than that recommended by the mat 
ufacturers which will not only preclude 
any opportunity for undermixing with it 
attending disastrous results but will also 
yield a slightly stronger filling than that 
developed when the material is mixed at 
cording to the manufacturer’s directions 
This increased strength is demonstrativt 
at the end of both one and twenty-fout 
hours and regardless of whether the spect 





ONE HOUR STRENGTH 


Mode of Condensation 


Degree of Trituration 
Mfg. Directions More Thoroughly 
11800 Ibs/sq. in. 12900 Ibs/sq. in. 
13100 Ibs/sq. in. 14100 Ibs/sq. in. 
12500 lbs/sq. in. 13600 Ibs/sq. in. 


24 HOURS STRENGTH 


Mode of Condensation 


Hand Packed Seige 
Mechanically Packed .... 
Pneumatically Packed . 


TABLE I. 


is hand packed, mechanically packed 
(Mid-west instrument), or pneumatically 
packed (Hollenbeck instrument) as Ta- 
I indicates. These specimens were 
repated in an 8.00 mm. x 4.01 mm. di- 
t mold, stored at room temperature 
(70°-82°F) and crushed on a Tinius Ol- 
machine at a compression rate of 
P2,000 pounds per square inch per min- 
ite. Results given are an average of six 
pecimens. Mixing was done in a Cres- 
ent Wig-l-bug amalgamator employing 
metal capsule. Fifteen grains of alloy 
ad twenty-four grains of mercury were 
nixed using the same batch number for 
specimens. When mixing according 

0 manufacturer's directions a 10 second 
etiod was used while a 13 second period 
as used for the more thorough tritura- 


Moother surfaces, polish easier, and main- 
in a polish better than those fillings 
it with material either undermixed or 


pixed according to the manufacturer's di- 
i0ns.28. 21, 22 


Mechanical vs. Hand Mixing 


It is possible for the careful operator 
obtain a good thorough mix with either 
he mortar and pestle or the rubber thumb 
all technic; however, consistantly good 
ixes can be more easily obtained with 
mechanical amalgamator that has a time 


Degree of Trituration 


Mfg. Directions More Thoroughly 
45100 Ibs/sq. in. 46800 Ibs/sq. in. 
46900 Ibs/sq. in. 48000 Ibs/sq. in. 
46200 Ibs/sq. in. 47200 lbs/sq. in. 








interval regulator. Particularly is the 
amalgamator convenient when it is neces- 
sary to make multiple mixes for extensive 
restorations. The main criticism that has 
been leveled at the mechanical mixers in 
the past has been a charge that there was 
a greater chance of getting a slight over- 
mix. A slight overmix in comparison to 
what has been considered as normal in the 
past is exactly what we advocate for rea- 
sons already set forth. 


Abuses of Amalgam During Mixing 


While a more thorough mixing of 
amalgam is strongly recommended the 
placing of partially crystallized material 
back in the amalgamator and remixing in 
order to regain plasticity must certainly 
be condemned. A very weak and poorly 
adapted filling will result from the use of 
such material. Partially crystallized amal- 
gam should be discarded and a second mix 
made which can be rapidly done with an 
electrical amalgamator. It is permissable 
and often advisable to mull the material 
once or twice in a clean piece of rubber 
damn during the period of condensation 
in order to maintain plasticity. 

Another frequent abuse of amalgam 
during the mixing step is to add mercury 
to partially crystallized material and remix 
to lengthen the working time. A restora- 
tion built of such material will possess all 
the previously described deleterious results 
of excess mercury. 





Conclusions 


Silver alloy and mercury should always 
be proportioned according to the ratio rec- 
ommended by the manufacturer. Under- 
mixing must always be avoided and a 
slightly longer mixing than that usually 
recommended by the manufacturer pro- 
duces better working properties which re- 
sult in a slightly stronger and more easily 
polished restoration. The absence of ex- 
pansion or slight contraction caused by 
this more thorough mixing is of no clin- 
ical significance. A mechanical amalga- 
mator that has a time interval regulator 
produces consistantly good mixes easier 
than the mortar and pestle and is partic- 
ularly convenient when multiple mixes 
are needed. Condensation should be car- 
ried out with dispatch and amalgam over 
three minutes old should be discarded 
and another mix made. It is never per- 
missible to remix or add mercury to par- 
tially crystallized amalgam in order to re- 
gain working plasticity, but a slight mull- 
ing of the material in a clean piece of 
rubber damn is not objectionable. 

The author would like to express his 
sincere appreciation to Dean M. K. Hine 
and Professor R. W. Phillips of the Uni- 
versity of Indiana School of Dentistry for 
conducting the crushing strength tests for 
this paper. 
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Several years ago, someone conceived 
the idea of holding a hobby exhibit in 
conjunction with the annual Pennsyl- 
vania State Dental Society's meeting. The 
thought was transformed into action with 
such successful results that it was decided 
to continue the exhibit and make “hobby 
a habit.” It will come as a surprise to 
many to learn of the diversified manner 
in which many dentists spend their spare 
time, and of the many fine products of 
their creative genius. At the first exhibit 
there were samples of handicraft which 
belied all description—which if the truth 
had not been known, would appear to 
have been the products of lifelong skilled 
artisans. The great number of articles 
which were made by dentists, the collec- 
ion of objects which in many instances 
were collectors’ items, and the almost 
ountless ways in which many of our fel- 
ow practitioners invest their after-office- 
hours-time was amazing. It was a simple 
Hemonstration of the fact that we as 
practitioners of one of the healing arts 
re capable of using our hearts, hands 





















What's Your Hobby? 





and minds in making ourselves as well 
as many others happy. 

At the coming Annual State Conven- 
tion, to be held in Philadelphia, at the 
Bellevue-Stratford Hotel on May 16, 17, 
and 18, 1955, there will be reserved, 
again, sufficient space for an exhibition 
of the talents and hobbies of members 
of our profession. We know that there 
are many men who delight in making ar- 
ticles with their hands, who enjoy oper- 
ating power machinery, who collect ob- 
jects of antiquity, who indulge their spare 
moments in many diversified ways. It is 
to these men that we appeal once more, 
to give us of their time and effort to make 
this display another huge success. Any- 
one who has a particular hobby is asked 
to send or bring a sample (any or all as 
the case may be) of his endeavors. We 
would like to have a very representative 
exhibition of the non-professional skill 
of our fellow members, and to this end 
you are asked to contact Dr. Morton A. 
Langsfeld, Jr., at 112 South 16th Street, 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. 

















Mail Registry Form to: 





Hobby Exhibit Registry Form 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society 
87th Annual Meeting 
May 16-18, 1955 


Register now by filling in the form below with as much detail as possible. 






Dr. Morton A. LANGSFELD, JR., 112 South 16th Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Synopsis 
Stability in Full 
Denture Construction 





Pr. Muller M. DeVan, Professor of Cli 
Prosthetic Dentistry and Director of Course 
Prosthetics, Graduate School of Medicine, Uj 
versity of Pennsylvania, presented this 1 
at the U, S. Naval Dental School in Be 
Maryland. 


In the construction of dentures, it is 
probable that failure to stabilize is the 
factor responsible for frequent loss of 
alveolar bone and its sequel—dentures 
that do not continue to function comfort- 
ably. The end result is the use of softer 
foods, rebasing or remaking of the den- 
tures. 

How do we go about stabilizing a den- 
ture? First, the mucoperiosteum should 
be registered in the impression in its rest 
form. This requires the use of impres- 
sion materials like the hydrocolloids and 
the softer of the zinc-oxide eugenol pastes 
—materials that will be displaced by the 
softest tissues in the mouth. In turn the 
mouth tissues will not be displaced by 
them. 2. The palatal portion of the arti- 
ficial denture should simulate the natural 
palate in form but not necessarily in size 
—the artificial palate being generally 
smaller in size because of padding of the 
palatal vault. 3. The tooth factors em- 
ployed should deviate from the natural 
tooth factors whenever such deviation en- 
hances stability. 

It is not my purpose here to discuss 
tooth factors in detail. However, some 
comment needs to be made for purposes 


of clarity. The tooth factors are five 
number: viz., 1. position, 2. proporti 
3. pitch, 4. form, 5. number. 


Position 

As far as posterior teeth are concems 
there ought to be no hesitancy in 
ing the position of the teeth where 
repositioning will result in a greater 
gree of centralization. The position 
artificial teeth wherever possible 
satisfy the laws of statics when the te 
are placed within and at right angle 
support. 

Proportion 

The proportion or size of pos 
teeth should be constricted occlusal-w 
The occlusal construction of the substi 
teeth should represent roughly 40% 
duction from the natural. By this 
tion, speed of mastication is exchanl 
for reduced pressure. Each mastic 
stroke results in less work, resulting in 
pressure on the ridge. 


Pitch 

The pitch or inclination of the poste 
teeth should be made parallel to the 
derlying ridge plane. By paralleling 
occlusal plane to the osseous base pt 
the direction of the masticatory fort 
rendered more nearly perpendicular 
the mean osseous plane. This ap 








involves the abandonment of the use of a 
compensating curve or the use of an 
overbite. 
Form 

The form of the posterior teeth should 
be shorn of inclines. This does not im- 
ply the use of flat teeth but it does demand 
that all cutting edges be on a single plane. 
The absence of inclines will avoid deflect- 
ing the vertical forces of mastication hor- 
izontally. As a consequence, masticatory 
forces are kept more nearly within and at 
right angles to the supporting bone. 

Number 

The number of the posterior teeth may 
be reduced from four to three in each 
sector. A reduction in number helps to 
reduce the magnitude of the force. It 
also helps to centralize the points of ap- 
plication of masticatory forces. 


Conclusion 
A plea is made for stabilizing dentures, 
that is, minimizing their movement in 
function. An attempt was made to show 


that retention as the sole goal is not 
enough. The fact that adequate reten- 
tion has been achieved will not necessarily 
mean that the use of the denture will be 
comfortable and efficient. Nor will it 
imply the preservation of the remaining 
underlying bone. The natural tooth fac- 
tors of position, proportion, pitch, form, 
and number should be modified in order 
to: (a) reduce the magnitude of masti- 
catory forces, (b) to better centralize 
these forces, (c) to direct them more 
nearly perpendicular to the mean plane of 
the osseous foundation. 

The prosthetic problem arises from the 
fact that the mucoperiosteum has been 
substituted for the periodontal mem- 
brane. The difference in thickness, rigid- 
ity, and site of attachment between these 
two connective tissue membranes makes 
necessary marked deviation from the ana- 
tomic tooth factors,—this in order to con- 
fer to the substitute dentition a measure 
of the stability that characterizes the nat- 
ural dentition. 





Convention Sites Announced 


The problems involved in the selection of a city for an annual session of 
the American Dental Association are becoming increasingly difficult, largely 
because of the size of the meeting and availability of facilities. 

At the annual session in Miami in November, 1954, the House of Dele- 
gates approved convention cities through the year 1959 with the result that 
meetings will be held as follows: 


1955 San Francisco, October 17-20 
1956 Atlantic City, October 1-4 
1957 Miami, November 4-7 

1958 Dallas, November 3-6 

1959 New York, September 21-24 








87th Annual Meeting 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society 
Bellevue-Stratford, Philadelphia, May 16-18 











Concerning the Military 
Situation Normal — All Fouled Up 


There has not been in recent years any situation confronting the dent 
profession in the United States that is so simple in essence that has beca 
so complicated and misunderstood in operation as the induction of dentis 
into the armed forces. It is rather clear that the blame cannot be laid 
any particular doorstep and the following material is published for the pu 


pose of acquainting the membership of the Pennsylvania State Dental Sociey 
with the views of the interested parties. Attention is particularly invited to 
re-running of the article: The Military Situation. This was published la 
June in the PENNSYLVANIA DENTAL JOURNAL and has proven to be high 
accurate in its correct estimate of events to come: so much so that iti 
being re-run without modification. 

The views set forth by the ADA through Mr. Conway and those 
the Navy through the Surgeon General’s office are not on exactly the sat 
subject but they are certainly related. For this reason it is thought that bot 
will be of interest. 

There is no attempt at continuity in these articles nor is this pretende 
to be anything near a complete discussion of the subject and the material! 
set forth without further comment on our part. 


The News Letter, published by the American Dental Association, is used as source mat 
for these articles and comments. 


President Calls for Two-Year Extension of Dentist Draft 


President Eisenhower Thursday (Jan. 13) called for a two-year extes 
sion of the dentist-physician draft act, scheduled to expire June 30. 
messages sent to Congress, he recommended a four-year continuance of 
regular draft act and added: “In the case of doctors (sic) and dentists, 
recommend that the extension be for another period of two years of 
By that time, it is expected that the medical personnel requirements of 
armed forces can be met adequately by other means.” Mr. Eisenhows 
prefaced the statement by asserting he saw “no reasonable prospect tf 
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the world situation ot technological advances in the next four years will 
render the draft unnecessary.” The ADA House of Delegates at its annual 
session in Miami last November unanimously voted to oppose continuation 
of a special draft law for dentists, barring an unforeseen emergency, on 
the grounds that the future needs of the armed forces could be met by 
new dental graduates. In his messages, the President also recommended a 
vast expansion of the civilian reserves and military pay raises for regulars 
after two years in the armed forces for enlisted men and three years for 


officers. 


to Ease Draft of Dentists in 40's 


Dentist members of state advisory boards to Selective Service were 
requested this week to take action seeking to cut down military calls for 
dentists in their 40’s under the newest draft order. The request followed 
an ADA protest to the Department of Defense on the draft call. This call, 
for the first time, included dentists up to the age of 45. (See ADA News 
Letter, Jan. 3, 1955.) In telegrams to dentist members of state advisory 
boatds, the National Advisory Committee to Selective Service urged that 
“to minimize the call-up of older men,” as much information as was avail- 
able be supplied “‘at the earliest possible date” on Priority I and II dentists 
“who are or should be available and have not been called” and on Priotity 
Ill dentists under 40, including those with commissions. The wires were 
signed by Dr. Paul Barton, executive secretary of the National Advisory 
Committee. The draft order, calling for 459 dentists for April induction, 
was protested by the ADA in view of President Eisenhower's order for a 
reduction in armed forces strength. The President first called for a cutback 
of 403,000 in the armed forces. This was modified Jan. 5 when he set new 
goals of three million military personnel by next June 30 and 2,850,000 by 


June 30, 1956, reductions, respectively, of 218,000 and 368,000 below 
current strength. 


Dr. Lynch Terms Military “Complacent” on Draft Plans 


In New York last week, Dr. Daniel F. Lynch, of Washington, D. C., 
president of the ADA, served public notice that the dental profession would 
actively oppose any extension of the dentist-physician draft act after its 
expiration date. Speaking at the Greater New York Dental Meeting, Dr. 
Lynch pointed out that the armed forces have continued to maintain ap- 
ptoximately the same ratio of one dental officer for each 500 personnel 
of the armed forces that has been in effect since early in World War II. 
He added that the military today is using proportionately about four times 
a many dentists to treat military personnel as are available to treat civilians. 
Charging that the special draft act “has encouraged the military to be com- 
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placent about the whole matter,” he said: “The military has only had 
request additional dental officers and they were immediately delivered unde 
the threat of being forcibly drafted. The American Dental Association } 
supported this legislation. We now feel that the military has had a 
Opportunity to put its house in order insofar as dental programs are cq 
cerned. When the dentist-physician draft act expires next June 30, ¢ 
American Dental Association will oppose any extension of this legislatig 
related to a special class of citizens.” Dr. Lynch emphasized that “t 
dental profession in no way wants to deprive any man or woman in milit 
service of any necessary health treatment.” “Nor,” he added, “has it # 
tempted to force the military to rush into any hurriedly conceived program 
The Defense Department now has had almost five years to work out a long 
range program. I think it is time now for action.” The ADA Houses 
Delegates, in Miami last month, voted to oppose continuation of the speci 
draft law and said future needs of the armed forces, barring an unforese 
emergency, could be filled by new dental graduates. 


ADA to Confer on Draft at Pentagon 


The draft call will be on the agenda at a meeting in Washington thi 
Thursday and Friday (Jan. 6 and 7) of the National Advisory Committee 
Selective Service. Dr. Leo J. Schoeny, of New Orleans, is the dentist 
ber. The whole matter of special draft legislation to bring dentists it 
military service will be the subject of a Pentagon conference Feb. 2 whe 
ADA officials will meet with Defense Department officials. The denti 
physician draft law is scheduled to expire June 30. Despite the announce 
military cutback, culminating ultimately in a goal of 2,815,000 by June 
1956—about 403,000 below current strength—indications are that the De 
fense Department will seek an extension of the special draft act. 
Association has gone on record opposing continuation of the special drat 
law. Representing the ADA at the Pentagon conference on Feb. 2 
be Dr. Daniel F. Lynch, of Washington, D. C., president; Dr. F. J. Reid 
mann, of Oklahoma City, new chairman of the Council on Federal Dent 
Services; Dr. J. Claude Earnest, of Monroe, La., vice-chairman of 
Council on Legislation, and Mr. Conway, council secretary. 





The Need for Dentistry in the Navy 


The first fifty years of the 20th Century this speech before the American Coll¢ 
have seen dentistry pull itself upward by of Dentists in Miami, November 7, 19 
its bootstraps through its greatest period entitled “Up One Side,” Dr. Fleming ¢ 
of growth, development, and professional _ pressed serious concern over some aspée 
stature. The leaders of the profession of present trends in dentistry which cot 
may well be proud of the enviable posi- lead to deterioration of dental practice 
tion that has been achieved; however, in we now know it. 
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Not specifically mentioned by Dr. 
Fleming, but of considerable importance 
in this regard, are the implications of the 
findings of various groups which are 
studying dentistry within the Armed 
Forces. Based on these findings certain 
members of the dental profession have 
found it expedient to support the theory 
that the ratio of dentists in the Navy 
should be lowered to more readily ap- 
proximate the over-all ratio of dentists 
to the civilian population. Such a reduc- 
tion of dentists in the Navy might have 
serious results on dentistry which the 
dental profession should consider before 
supporting such action. 

History shows in the Digest of Official 
Actions of the ADA that as early as 1922 
the House of Delegates adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution: “Resolved, That the 
ADA in annual convention assembled 
reafirms its position favoring a ratio for 
the Army and Navy services of not less 
than two officers of the Dental Corps for 
each one thousand of the authorized 
strength of the Services, and instructs its 
Legislative Committee to use its best ef- 
forts to secure the necessary corrective 
legislation at the earliest practicable op- 
portunity... .” This official ADA sup- 
port was continued until the Congress of 
the United States in 1935 authorized the 
ratio of dental officers of the Navy to be 
increased from 1 per 1,000 to the pres- 
ent 1 per 500 of the strength of the Navy 
and Marine Corps. This action was taken 
at a time when the dental standards for 
enlistment in the Navy required every ap- 
plicant to have at least 18 sound, vital, 
natural teeth. The dental profession 
tecognized at this time that the commit- 
ments of the Navy in defense of the coun- 
ty demanded that a high type of dental 
Service be given to insure continued per- 
formance of military duties on board 
ships and isolated stations without dental 
officers. 

Today 84,000 active dentists in the 

nited States give an over-all ratio of 


approximately 1 dentist to each 1,870 
civilian population. This seems to indi- 
cate that a civilian dentist is responsible 
for the care of almost four times as many 
persons as a naval dentist; however, the 
Report on the Status of Dental Personnel 
in the United States (1954) pp. 582-593 
].A.D.A., November 1954, points out, “It 
has been roughly estimated that the ef- 
fective demand for dental care is about 
a tenth of the total need for dental serv- 
ice.” In other words, the civilian popu- 
lation wants and is able to pay for only 
10% of the dental care it needs. Con- 
trast to this, the more than 90% of the 
persons who enter the Naval Service who 
urgently require and need dental treat- 
ment before they can fully be effective as 
defenders of the country. 

Dr. Rusk, in his address on “Mobiliz- 
ing Dental Manpower — What Lies 
Ahead” to the November 1954 ADA 
meeting in Miami, stated “Many studies 
have indicated a great backlog of dental 
neglect among young people, and the 
consequent need for dental care among 
young men coming into military service. 
Pre-induction physical examinations have 
documented this situation. . . . Other 
studies have indicated that one out of 
every four inductees required emergency 
treatment.” In contrast to civilian popu- 
lations, military populations consist prin- 
cipally of an 18 to 22 year-old age group 
with almost a complete turnover every 
two to four years. This age group has 
a very high rate of caries and a huge 
backlog of untreated disease. A study 
of 71,015 Navy recruits (pp. 1141-1146, 
].A.D.A., September 1946) showed that 
the average man entering the Navy has 
10.16 untreated cavities. Even with the 
present ratio of dentists in the Navy, only 
about one-third of the treatment can be 
done. 

The majority of these men come from 
that segment of the population whose in- 
come is less than $2,000 annually, and 
from the 83% of civilians whose poten- 





tial demand for dental care has seldom 
been translated to effective demand. 

Before supporting the movement to re- 
duce the present ratio of Navy dental 
officers, organized dentistry should seek 
objective answers to the following ques- 
tions: 

1. Will the current shortage of den- 
tists be materially improved by the re- 
duction in ratio of dental officers? Is 
this question really not one of the re- 
distribution of dentists from certain urban 
areas to suburban and less attractive re- 
gions of the country, or increasing the 


number of dental students. 

2. Does the dental profession consi 
the treatment of large cavities, absces 
teeth, extensive periodontal disease, 
extensive lack of adequate masticat 
function as a necessary part of health q 
which is required to promote full com 
efficiency in servicemen ? 

3. Does the dental profession desi 
to have many recent graduates of der 
schools who are discharging their obl 
gation to their country exposed to mil 
tary dentistry which has been reduced 
emergency procedures only? 





If you are under forty-five years of age and vul 
nerable for military service, you will be inter 
ested in this report of the Military Affairs Com 
mittee which outlines in detail 


The Military Situation 


Those members of our State Society 
who attended the ADA meeting in 
Cleveland as delegates will remember that 
Dr. Howard Rusk, Chairman of the Na- 
tional Advisory Committee to Selective 
Service, read a paper in which he said 
that there would be no calls for dentists 
except in Priorities I and II, until after 
July 1, 1954. This paper was published 
in the ADA Journal of November 1953. 
Dr. Rusk’s findings were based on avail- 
able information he had at that time, and 
I am sure it was his opinion that the 
services had all the dentists they needed. 
Unfortunately, about the first of the year, 
the Navy Department ascertained that for 
various reasons it would need about 150 
to 200 additional dentists. This changed 
the picture slightly but these needs were 
taken care of largely by dentists in Prior- 
ities I and II who were available, so that 
actually there have been very few calls in 
Priority III since July 1953. In this same 
paper, Dr. Rusk mentioned that there 
would be a heavy call and demand in the 
fall of 1954, and, in our opinion, based 


on the information we have at prese 
this will no doubt be true. 

Your Military Affairs Committee, fune 
tioning as the Pennsylvania Section of # 
National Advisory Committee to Selecting 
Service, which has a chairman in 
district, is interested but has to do 
calling practicing dentists into the 
ice. This is the duty of the Selecti 
Service System. The function of the 
visory Committee is to make certain thi 
no dentist is taken from any communifj 
where because of his absence the healt 
and welfare of that town or city might 
be jeopardized or the efficiency of any @ 
the three outstanding dental schools 
our State lowered to such a point th 
the actual training of our dental student 
would be hampered by the absence of ke 
members of the teaching staff, and, i 
addition, to give as much warning as 
have at our disposal to those member 
who run the possibility of being calle 

With the above in mind, we feel t 
it is our duty to advise all the member 
of the State Society in Priority III, up 


14 





First 
Seco 
Thir 
Fou 
Fifti 
Sixt] 
Seve 
Eigh 
Nini 
Ten 


forty-five years of age, to work out a plan 
to be followed in the event they are called 
into one of the branches of the Armed 
Services. These plans should include a 
method of disposing of the practice, 
either by closing the office or having 
someone else take over during their ab- 
sence, and if there are any reasons for de- 
ferment, they should be checked carefully 
and be in readiness so as to present them 
to the chairman of the district when either 
he or our Executive Office advises the in- 
dividual that he has been selected to be 
placed on an induction list. 

It is our earnest hope that no more 
dentists over forty will be called, but if 
the anticipated need cannot be met by 
those under forty, then Selective Service 
will have no alternative but to go into 
the higher age brackets. During a recent 
joint meeting of the Council on Federal 
Dental Services and the Council on Legis- 
lation in Washington, estimates on addi- 
tional dental manpower needed by the 
Armed Forces for the fiscal year begin- 
ning next July, were presented. Dental 
chiefs of the military services estimated 
that approximately 2,250 new dental 
officers would be required during the 12 
months, including nearly 1,100 for the 
Air Force, about 700 for the Army and 
about 450 for the Navy. This total of 


2,250 was 375 higher than an earlier es- 
timate made by the Department of De- 
fense. The difference in the two totals 
was believed to be the result of a higher 
estimate of need for dental officers in the 
Air Force. At present, the Department 
of Defense estimated that there will be 
1,400 new dental graduates in addition to 
approximately 300 dentists in Priority I 
or II classifications or in the reserves who 
are now available and acceptable for ac- 
tive duty. These 1,700 dentist will be 
called first and only after this reservoir of 
dental manpower has been exhausted will 
additional Priority III men be called, it 
was reported. 

It is particularly desirable that any of 
our members in Priorities I, II or III, who 
have questions regarding the possibility 
of their going into the service, obtaining 
commissions in certain branches of the 
Armed Forces, or who are desirous of 
getting information relative to any phase 
of Selective Service or Military Affairs 
first contact the Chairman of their district, 
and if for any reason he is not available, 
they may contact the State Chairman or 
the Executive Secretary of our State So- 
ciety. As there have been several changes 
in the personnel, the names and addresses 
of the Committee members are listed: 


STATE COMMITTEE 


Thomas P. Fox, 1930 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 

J. F. Hunter Speer, 1002 Park Building, Pittsburgh 

S. H. Yoffe, 500 North Second Street, Harrisburg 

Robert A. Goodall, Scranton National Bank Bldg., Scranton 


DISTRICT COORDINATORS 


First District 
Second District 
Third District 
Fourth District 
Fifth District 
Sixth District 
Seventh District 


Jules Kneisel, 4001 Spruce St., Philadelphia 
Kenneth Neiman, 319 Swede St., Norristown 
Robert Goodall, Scranton Nat’! Bank Bldg., Scranton 
Fred Herbine, 230 N. Fifth St., Reading 

Will Everhard, Calder Bldg., Harrisburg 

Dwight Waltz, Masonic Bldg., Montoursville 
Richard Wicks, Johnstown Trust Bldg., Johnstown 


Eighth District ............. L. L. Lathrop, 14 West 4th St., Emporium 


Ninth District 
Tenth District 


Rollo Sample, Commerce Bldg., Erie 
Frank A. Brown, Jenkins Arcade, Pittsburgh 





News from the Pennsylvania 


TEMPLE 


Dr. James R. Cameron, Professor of 
Oral Surgery, attended the meeting of the 
American Society of Oral Surgery in Hol- 
lywood, Florida, and the American Den- 
tal Association meeting in Miami where 
he moderated the symposium on “The 
Dentist's Responsibility in Atomic Dis- 
aster.” On December 9, he addressed the 
Sigma Iota Zeta Veterinary Fraternity at 
the Penn Sherwood Hotel. His topic 
was ‘Principles of Tooth Extraction.” 
Dr. Cameron is currently on active duty 
with the U. S. Navy. He has been re- 


called to visit several overseas bases as a 
lecturer and consultant on oral surgery. 
Dr. Carlos Weil, Professor of Opera- 
tive Dentistry, attended the Greater New 
York Dental Society meeting on Decem- 


ber 7 and 8, 1954. 

Dr. Bernard B. Saturen, Associate Pro- 
fessor of Periodontics, attended the 
American Academy of Dental Medicine 
Meeting in New York on December 5. 
On December 8, he attended the sessions 
of the Greater New York Dental Society 
Meeting. On November 23, Dr. Saturen 
moderated a discussion on ‘Psychoso- 
matics in Dentistry” before the Philadel- 
phia Society of Periodontology. 

“The Gingival Sulcus: A Clinical Study 
of Its Depths” by Dr. J. T. Rothner, Pro- 
fessor of Periodontics, and Dr. Bernard 
B. Saturen, Associate Professor of Perio- 
dontics, was published in the October, 
1954 issue of the Journal of Periodon- 
tology. 


Dr. S. Leonard Rosenthal, Professor of 
Oral Diagnosis, presented a registered 
clinic on ‘Systemic and Restorative Prob- 
lems in Periodontics’ at the Greater New 
York Dental Society meeting on Decem- 
ber 7, 8 and 9, 1954. 
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Dr. Frank J. Sammartino, Instructor in 
Radiodontics, attended the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Greater New York Dental So 
ciety on December 8, 1954. 

Dr. Gerald D. Timmons, Dean, attend- 
ed the Greater New York Dental Society 
Meeting on December 7 and 8, and on 
December 15, he appeared as guest speak- 
er before the pre-professional students at 
Lafayette College. 

C. William Miller, Ph.D., Lecturer on 
Technical Composition, has received 4 
grant to search for and classify the various 
types of print used by Benjamin Franklin 
and other early Philadelphia printers of 
the Colonial era. He was recently pic 
tured at work on his project in a Life 
magazine article. 


PITTSBURGH 


The School of Dentistry of the Uni 
versity of Pittsburgh has received a grant 
from Colgate-Palmolive Company to sup 
port a study of a new statistical method of 
processing dental records. 

The results of a survey of over 4,000 
Samoan children made recently by others 





will be used as a basis. The study will 
be made by Dr. Gerald J. Cox, professor 
of dental research, and Mfrs. Jessica 
Nathans, research assistant. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Dr. Paul E. Boyle has been named con- 
sultant to the Council on Dental Health 
of the American Dental Association for 
1955. 

Dr. Lester W. Burket has been appoint- 
ed Chairman of the Council on Dental 
Therapeutics of the American Dental As- 
sociation for 1955. 

Dr. Ralph L. Hart gave a registered 
clinic at the Greater New York Meeting 


in December on the Hydrocolloid and 
Rubber Base Materials Technic for Inlays 
and Crown & Bridge. 


Dr. Charles H. Patton was elected a 
trustee of the American Dental Associa- 
tion as the organization concluded its 
95th annual convention in Miami in No- 
vember of 1954. 


The Dental Alumni Society of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania will hold its Mid- 
winter Dinner in honor of the graduating 
class at McCallister’s, 1811 Spring Garden 
Street, on Tuesday 22 February 1955 at 
6:30 p.m. The alumni will sponsor 
members of the senior class. 





Course for Assistants Offered 


The American Dental Assistants Asso- 
ciation in a recent meeting in Miami ap- 
proved the course plan of the University 
of North Carolina Extension Division. 
This correspondence course with twenty- 
five lesson assignments permits the dental 
assistant to accomplish study and exercises 
at home and at the office laboratory. The 
course is designed to be a challenge to 
the newcomer as well as the veteran den- 
tal assistant, and it was developed through 
the cooperation of the Dental Assistants 
Committee of the North Carolina Dental 


Society and faculty at the University. 
More than 100 girls now are pursuing the 
course, thereby satisfying the educational 
requirements in preparation for the Cer- 
tification Examination of the American 
Dental Assistants Association. The tui- 
tion, including all materials from the Ex- 
tension Division, is $50.00. Further in- 
formation may be secured or enrollment 
may be accomplished by writing the Ex- 
tension Division, University of North 
Carolina, Box 1050; Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina. 





Dentistry for Handicapped Children 


A three-day course in Dentistry for 
Handicapped Children will be given on 
7th, 8th, and 9th March, 1955, at the 
School of Dentistry, University of Penn- 
sylvania. This course will include an 
orientation relative to the various handi- 
capped conditions, their oral manifesta- 
tions, including speech defects, roentgeno- 
logic technics, medication and sedation 
prior to office, home or hospital treatment 
and the psychosomatic approach. 


This course is under the supervision 
of Dr. M. Album, who will be assisted 
by Drs. F. P. Bakes, Burton Chance, Jr., 
M. Cohen, W. M. Krogman and C. F. 
McKhann. The tuition fee is $75.00. 
The enrollment is limited. 

For further information concerning 
these courses please communicate with— 
Postgraduate Courses, School of Den- 
tistry, University of Pennsylvania, Phila- 
delphia 4, Pa. 





AUXILIARY NEWS 





By Mrs. John J. Lucas 
* 


Notice to all Dental Society Auxilia- 
ries—Please send news of your meetings 
and activities to your editor, Mrs. Jobn J. 
Lucas, 724 Linden Road, Hershey, Pa. 


Harrisburg 

Mrs. Joseph Seygal was installed as 
President of the Auxiliary to the Harris- 
burg Dental Society at a recent dinner 
meeting held at Inn 22. 

Plans were made for Children’s Dental 
Health Day in the Harrisburg Area and 
it was announced that the annual dessert 
card party will be held February 16th at 
8 p.m. at the West Shore Country Club. 
Mrs. Thomas Jones is Chairman assisted 
by Mrs. F. E. J. Fisher, Mrs. Richard 
Miller, Mrs. John J. Lucas and Mrs. 
Wade Kelly. 

New committee chairmen as announced 
by Mrs. Seygal are: 

Mrs. J. E. O'Donnell, social; Mrs. 
George Shopp, publicity; Mrs. Thomas 
Jones, program; Mrs. John Gilson, shut- 
in; Mrs. Robert Everhard, philanthropic; 
Mrs. William Walker, membership, Mrs. 
Burton Scurfield, legislative and Mrs. 
Wade Kelly and Mrs. John Lucas, finance. 


Scranton 
The first meeting for the new year of 
the Woman's Auxiliary to the Scranton 
District Dental Society was held January 
4, 1955 at the Chamber of Commerce. 
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Mrs. Frank Balester, re-elected presi 
dent of the auxiliary, introduced the new 
officers, who began their terms in office 
and also announced committee chairmen 
and plans for the new year. 


The new officers introduced by the 
president were as follows: Mrs. D. & 
Gardner, first vice-president; Mrs. Wil 
liam E. Rose, second vice-president; Mrs. 
C. M. Kelly, recording secretary; Mrs. 
Russell Dunn, corresponding secretaty 
and Mrs. A. J. Perry, treasurer. 


Chairmen appointed were as follows: 
Program, Mrs. William Rose; co-chair 
men, Mrs. J. J. Zukoski and Mrs. Morti- 
mer Furehan; arrangements, Mrs. Mal- 
donato; co-chairmen, Mrs. C. M. Kelly 
and Mrs. T. A. McMahon, Sr. Editor 
to the Pennsylvania Dental Society Jour 
NAL and Scranton District Dental Society 
Bulletin, Mrs. Frank B. Gardner; ways 
and means, Mrs. William Lawler; co 
hairmen, Mrs. M. A. Bagley and Mrs. 
George Kulczycki; project, Mrs. D. § 
Gardner; co-chairmen, Mrs. Richard 
Rushmore and Mrs. Anthony Butchko; 
reservations, Mrs. Gerald McHugh; co 
chairman, Mrs. S. J. Jeffrey; publicity, 





Mrs. Eugene Rose; membership, Mrs. 
William Kennedy; co-chairman, Mrs. 
Robert Butler and Mrs. A. J. Perry; ad- 
visory board, Mrs. E. Harold Finnerty, 
State President and Mesdames John Lock- 
ery, C. M. Mallory, J. E. Manley, James 
Lawler; hospitality, Dr. Elsie Cole, past 
president of the Scranton District Dental 
Society and co-chairmen Mesdames John 
Evanson, Francis X. Finnerty, Edward 
Loftus and H. M. Pecuch, and necrology, 
Mrs. Francis Moylan; co-chairman, Mrs. 
Martin Boland. 

Mrs. Balester pointed out that the Aux- 
iliary Project, Children’s Dental Health 
Program will continue under the chair- 
manship of Mrs. D. S. Gardner. This 
project provides films for Parent-Teacher 
Association, civic and church meetings 
free of charge, and arrangements are 
made to have a dentist, a member of the 
Scranton District Dental Society, give a 
talk on “Dental Care” when the films 
are shown. 

Beaver Valley 


The Beaver Valley Dental Society and 
its Auxiliary met for a Christmas dinner 
party Thursday evening in the Brodhead 
Hotel, Beaver Falls. Places were arranged 
at tables gaily decorated with ground pine 
with red lighted tapers at the ends. Dr. 
L. C. Smith, Beaver, voiced the invoca- 
tion Janet Clark MacAnlis, Beaver Falls, 
sangs several solo selections with Rachael 
Kelso as accompanist. Mrs. O. A. Krat- 
zert, Broadhead Road, read, “Littlest 
Angel.” Informal carol singing was en- 
joyed with Dr. George H. Moster, Am- 
bridge, as the accompanist. Those at- 
tending took a gift for the Salvation 
Army for a boy or a girl and Mrs. Eugene 
Gahles, Beaver Falls, presented the gifts 
to Lt. F. Ferriera, a representative of the 
Salvation Army. 


Mrs. Gahles served as general chair- 
man; Mrs. Max Trobe, Beaver Falls, was 
program chairman; Mrs. E. D. Engle, 
Beaver, chairman of decorations and Mrs. 
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W. J. L. Patterson and Mrs. Trobe, co- 
chairmen of menu arrangements. 


Reading 

Mrs. John W. Berk, retiring president, 
officiated at a formal candlelight installa- 
tion of officers held at a meeting of the 
Woman's Auxiliary of the Reading 
Dental Society, last night in Medical 
Hall. The new officers are: President, 
Mrs. Harry D. Hamilton; vice-president, 
Mrs. Charles Grim; recording secretary, 
Mrs. William I. Smith; corresponding 
secretary, Mrs. Frederick H. Hoeffer, and 
treasurer, Mrs. Paul W. Angstadt. 

The collect was read by Mrs. Harry 
E. Deibert. New members accepted were: 
Mrs. Rees H. Davis, Mrs. Adolph W. 
Styer, Mrs. Paul Roberts and Mrs. Albert 
M. Wagner. 


Mrs. Clarence.S. DeLong, chairman of 
the puppetry committee, announced a 
second puppet stage has been built by 
Dr. Harry D. Hamilton. This will make 
it possible for two puppet shows to be 
given at the same time in the many county 
schools that have requested the perform- 
ance as an aid in visual dental education. 

A report on the budget for 1955 was 
given by Mrs. Paul W. Angstadt, Mrs. 
Charles A. Grim and Mrs. Harold W. 
Riegel. 

Erie 

The Woman's Auxiliary to the Erie 
County Dental Society met for luncheon 
at Larson’s Tea Room, 3308 State St., 
Mrs. F. M. Grimaldi, president, con- 
ducted the business meeting. 

Attending were: Mmes. C. M. Baker, 
E. F. Baker, H. A. Baker, E. R. Baker, A. 
J. Barton, J. H. Clarke, D. L. Corbett, 
J. B. Cunningham, P. G. Daubenspeck, 
D. R. Davey, K. L. Davis, E. G. Engel- 
skirger, S. G. Fisher, J. R. Garman, F. M. 
Grimaldi, Xeny Kakouros, W. W. Pier- 
sol, E. J. Reichel, F. G. Stegelske, G. A. 
Stegelske, F. A. Stewart, J. C. Tinkle- 
paugh, M. L. Tarno, N. R. Viehdeffer, R. 





E. Williams, F. Temchulla, W. B. Trice 
and Van McKee. 
Philadelphia 

The Woman's Auxiliary to the Phila- 
delphia County Dental Society celebrated 
its fourth birthday with a reception and 
tea at 2 p.m., at the County Medical 
Building, 301 S. 21st St., followed by a 
program and fashion show at the War- 
wick Hotel at 5 p. m. 

The program at the Warwick was for 
the benefit of the auxiliary’s project, Ken- 
sington Hospital. 

Heading the planning committee were 
Mrs. Jules E. Kneisel, of Gladwynne, and 
Mrs. E. C. Kirk Swing, of Wynnewood. 
Mrs. Kenneth S. Smith, of Ardmore, is 
auxiliary president. 


Luzerne 

Luzerne County Dental Society Aux- 
iliary met Tuesday night at 8 at Hotel 
Sterling with Mrs. Charles Rutt, presi- 
dent, presiding. Standing committees for 
the year were announced. Hosteses were 
Mesdames Edward Dwyer and Bernard 
Mileski. 

Dr. Daniel Urbanas and Mrs. Herman 
Aqua, co-chairmen of the dental health 
poster contest co-sponsored by the society 
and auxiliary, are assisted by the follow- 
ing committee: Mrs. Charles Rutt, Mrs. 
Stanley Dombroski, Mrs. Alfred Teits- 
worth, Mrs. Martin Judkovicz, Mrs. Leo 
Bednark, Dr. Joseph Falchek, Dr. Her- 
man Aqua, Dr. Robert Clements, Dr. 
Raymond Terkoski and Dr. William 
Myers. 

The contest closes today. Members of 
the committee will collect posters next 
week. First prize consists of a trophy 
and $25 savings bond and the second 
prize is a trophy. Honorable mention cer- 
tificates also will be given. Awards will 
be made during National Dental Health 
Week, beginning February 7. 

Children from second to sixth grades 
in Luzerne County schools have been 
asked to participate. 


Lycoming 

Members of the Auxiliary to the Ly 
coming County Dental Society met Mon. 
day at The Village and elected officers, 
Mrs. Sheldon W. Evey was named presi- 
dent. She succeeds Mrs. J. H. Yoder, 

Other officers elected include: 

Mrs. Arthur W. Wilkinson, first vice 
president; Mrs. John E. Whittaker, sec 
ond vice-president; Mrs. Charles L. De 
Cubber, corresponding secretary; Mrs, 
P. T. McGee, recording secretary and 
Mrs. Joseph E. Logue, treasurer. 

Mrs. Yoder conducted the business 
session which followed the luncheon. A 
report of the state convention in Pitts 
burgh was given by Mrs. John Penfield. 

Annual reports of standing committees 
were given and announcement made of 
the Auxiliary’s next meeting March 21. 


Lancaster 


The Lancaster County Dental Society 
and its auxiliary will hold a joint meet 
ing at 8 p.m. Feb. 22, in Hotel Bruns 
wick. 

Anthony Sinkosky, health educator on 
the staff of Dr. Oscar Davis, county 
medical director, will show films in one 
room country schools during Dental 
Health Week. 


Hazleton 


Officers were installed when the 
Woman's Auxiliary of the Hazleton 
Dental Society had a meeting at the Hotel 
Altamont. At the same time a report 
was given on the Auxiliary’s social serv 
ice work during 1954, 

The officers who were installed were: 
President, Mrs. S. V. Stickler; vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs. Charles Perlman; secretary, 
Mrs. F. R. Della Croce; treasurer, Mrs. 
Ralph Sacco. 

The next meeting of the Auxiliary is 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 8, at the 
home of Mrs. Della Croce in Hazle 
Village. All members are urged to at 
tend to hear the new officers’ plans. 





Evolution of the Toothbrush 


At least twice a day we use our tooth- 
brush to brush our teeth in order to keep 
our mouth in a healthful condition. How- 
ever, have you ever wondered where our 
toothbrush of today had its beginning? 
Perhaps in the early morning when you 
are half awake and in a dash to get to 
work, or before going to bed at night 
when you can just about maneuver your 
toothbrush, the question of what our an- 
cestors used to clean their mouths never 
enters your mind. But it does pose an 
interesting subject to think about and 
that is what prompted this article on a 
sometimes overlooked instrument—THE 
TOOTHBRUSH. 

It is a far older implement no doubt 
than the average person imagines. An- 
cient literature points to its existence in 
crude forms many centuries B. C. How- 
ever, it may have begun long before that, 
with the chimpanzee picking his teeth 
with a straw. The true beginning of the 
toothbrush as we know it today was a 
natural sequence to the use of tasty twigs 
as toothpicks and from the ancient custom 
of chewing lentisk wood to give a pleas- 
ant odor to the breath. 

The ancient Indians, for instance, had 
a simple but hygienic and effective me- 
chanical means of cleaning their teeth. 
They used fresh thin sticks of herbal 
plants. A fresh stick was used regularly 
each day. Toothpicks appeared on the 
scene, according to Hans Sachs, about 
3000 years ago. Not only did they pro- 
vide a means of relief from the annoy- 
ance of pressure caused by interdental 
food impaction but they also became a 
necessary ornament in the wardrobe of 
the well dressed person. There were 
gold ones and silver ones. Others were 
profusely but artistically studded with 
pearls and precious stones. They were 
worn in hats by men and in the hair 
as pins by women. It was the vogue dur- 
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ing the 17th Century to clean the teeth 
with a strip of linen cloth. So, you see, 
it is no surprise to find that “fashion” 
even dictated the evolution of the tooth- 
brush. 

During the 18th Century the bristle 
toothbrush took is place with chewsticks, 
sponges, cloths and other devices for 
Oral Hygience. Although its benefits 
were scouted and it was generally con- 
sidered unsatisfactory people gradually 
began to accept it. Most people were 
not in favor of it because it was a com- 
paratively new instrument. The first 
bristle toothbrush was double ended. 
There was a long brush at one end and 
a short brush at the other end. The 
short brush was probably for the lingual 
surfaces of the teeth. There were many 
varied opinions concerning the texture of 
the brush. Gariot in 1843 stated that the 
texture should be decided upon a sex 
basis. Thus, delicate females, who took 
great care of their mouths should use 
very soft brushes. Men, who clean their 
mouths but seldom would require tougher 
bristles. 

But despite all the “pros” and “cons” 
the bristle toothbrush survived and by 
the early 19th Century it had demon- 
strated its superiority over sponges and 
chewsticks. 


Joyce ZIMMERMAN, R.D.H., 

Vice-President, 

Philadelphia District Dental 
Hygienists Ass'n. 
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The Presidents Report 


In the January 1955, issue of the JOURNAL, we were pleased to present 
the report of Dr. Homer D. Butts, Jr., the retiring president of the Penn: 
sylvania State Dental Society, and the initial greeting of Dr. Thomas P. 
Fox, president. 

Dr. Butts can justifiably recall with pride the activities of his admini- 
stration. His untiring devotion to his position of responsibility produced 
another successful year for organized dentistry in Pennsylvania. 

Several programs, not completed during the past year, will be carried 
through by the present administration. The importance of the programs 
started by Dr. Butts and his committees is reflected in the expression of 
the present officers and committees to carry them to completion. 

Dr. Fox is well qualified to be entrusted with the leadership of the 
Society for the coming year. His record of service to the profession is um 
surpassed by any member in Pennsylvania. The many positions of responsi- 
bility that he has filled during his professional career, have endowed him 
with the experience necessary to chart a successful course for the Pennsyl- 
vania State Dental Society through 1955. 


The Appointment Is Commendable 


The appointment, by the Trustees, of a sub-committee for the put 
pose of studying dental health programs by organized labor for its members 
is to be commended. 

Several such programs are already in operation in certain areas of 
the country. The role that organized dentistry may play in such programs 
is important to each of its members. It is even more important that or 
ganized dentistry has a voice in deciding to what extent it will participate. 

Members of a profession who have dedicated their lives to protecting 
the dental health of the public are vitally concerned with any proposals that 
are offered for that purpose. A thorough study of the details of such plans 
is necessary before any decision on their validity can be made. The ap 
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pointment of a committee to make such a study shows that the Trustees 
are aware of the necessity of being prepared to meet such proposals with 
understanding and with the confidence of members of the Society. 


AAAS Publishes Book on Fluoridation Studies 


The American Association for the Advancement of Science has an- 
nounced publication of a new book entitled “Fluoridation as a Public Health 
Measure.” The new work contains 11 essays by noted research men cov- 
ering the entire field of fluoride ingestion and human health. Most of the 
essays were originally presented in symposia at AAAS annual meetings. 
The editor, Dr. James H. Shaw, of the Harvard School of Dental Medicine 
in Boston, sums up the research with the comment that “no other public 
health procedure in the annals of history has been so thoroughly tested in 
field trials under the widest variety of controlled circumstances.” Price of 
the book for AAAS members is $4 and for non-members, $4.50. Copies 
may be obtained by writing AAAS, 1515 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Wash- 
ington 5, D. C. 


U. S. Supreme Court Upholds Right of Shreveport to Fluoridate — 
Rules There is no “Substantial Federal Question” Involved 


The U. S. Supreme Court last week sustained a Louisiana court de- 
cision upholding the right of Shreveport, La., to fluoridate its water supply. 
It was the high court’s first direct ruling on the measure. Previously, the 
court had refused to review a California Supreme Court decision supporting 
San Diego’s right to fluoridate (see ADA News Letter, July 1, 1954). In 
the Shreveport case, the high court dismissed an appeal by antifluoridation 
forces from a Louisiana Supreme Court decision, and held there was no 
“substantial federal question” involved. The Louisiana Supreme Court had 
reversed the only decision ever rendered against fluoridation and had ruled 
that the evidence “overwhelmingly refutes the contention that prevention 
of tooth decay is not a matter of public health but of private hygiene.” 





CLASSIFIED 


For Sale: Excellent home and offices in Har- 
risburg. Offices: two operating rooms, new 
equipment, reception room, lab facilities. 
Home: furnished basement, 4 bedrooms, three 
baths, one lavatory, living room, dining room, 
kitchen, 2 car garage. Owner leaving town to 
take graduate work. Write: Dr. D. H. Deck- 
MAN, 2650 North 2nd Street, Harrisburg, 
Penna. 


For Sale: Complete office equipment of re- 
cently deceased practicing dentist. Option to 


renew office lease. A need and a good field 
for replacement in town 12 miles south of Erie. 
Mrs. R. P. BARNES, Executrix, Waterford, 
Penna. 


For Sale: Dental Office, fully equipped, com- 
bined with modern home, central, near Harris- 
burg. Deceased, replacement urgently needed. 
Terms. Or for Rent: Offices (4 rooms). 
Reasonable. Ready to begin practice. MnRs. 
Fay MULLIN, 200 Main Street, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa. 











President 
E. R. Crenmo 


Secretary 
Rospert ADAMS 


Reporter 
W. V. SCANLON 





General Chairman Dr. Harrison M. 
Berry, Jr., had the program for the Great- 
er Philadelphia Annual Meeting desig- 
nated as “The Finest Post-Graduate 
Course in the East,” as early as December 
of last year, and his forecast bore indi- 
cation of the correctness of his prophecy. 
The meeting was held at the Bellevue 
Stratford Hotel on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, February 2-3-4. Those who 
participated in the meeting had ample 
opportunity to relax and mingle with old 
friends and colleagues. 

Dr. Ernest R. Granger of Mount Ver- 
non, New York, was the essayist at our 
scientific meeting on Wednesday, January 
3rd, at the Bellevue Stratford Hotel. He 
presented a talk and a motion picture on 
“A Practical Approach to Mouth Rehabili- 
tation.” The Kodachrome motion picture 
showed treatment of a practical case and 
presented two of the most valuable recon- 
structive procedures that can be applied 
by the average dentist without the need 
for intricate equipment or unduly time 
consuming technique. The meeting was 
well attended much to the satisfaction of 
the clinic committee. 

Several members of the Philadelphia 


District 
News 


By 
FRANK W. BUTLER 
Reading 


County Dental Society were elected to 
ADA offices at the recent meeting of the 
House of Delegates, in Miami. Dr. 
Charles H. Patton, a former president of 
the Philadelphia County Dental Society, 
was elected trustee from Pennsylvania for 
three years. Elected to ADA Councils 
were: Dr. Lester W. Burket, Councils 
of Dental Therapeutics; Dr. Gerald Tim- 
mons, Council on Dental Education; Dr. 
Jay H. Eshelman, Council on Dental 
Health and Dr. Vincent G. Lawlor, editor 
of the Philadelphia County Bulletin, and 
recently elected editor of the PENNSYL- 
VANIA DENTAL JOURNAL, Council of 
Journalism. 


Eastern Dental Society 


A meeting of this group was held on 
Thursday, January 20th, at the Adelphi 
Hotel, the essayist having been Dr. E 
Alan Lieban, of New York City. Dr. 
Lieban addressed the society on “Pulpal 
Irritation and Devitalization Relative to 
Preparation of Teeth for Complete Cover: 
age and Cementation of Crowns.” He 
also spoke on “Diagnosis of Vague Pain.” 
Prior to the meeting several table clinics 
on “Endodontia” were conducted. 


North Philadelphia Association of Dental 
Surgeons 
On Wednesday, January 12th, the so 
ciety was host to the Pennsylvania Asso 
ciation of Dental Surgeons. The meeting 
was held at the Alpha Club, Dr. Joseph 





£. Ewing having been the guest speaker. 
He chose for his subject, “Porcelain 
Jacket Crowns—a Different Approach.” 


Pennsylvania Association of Dental Surgeons 


This group met jointly with the North 
Philadelphia group on January 12th. 


Philadelphia Society of Periodontology 


Dr. George Straussberger spoke to the 
society at its regular meeting on Thursday, 
January 25th, when he discussed “The 
Establishment of Occlusal Plane, Cusp 
Form, Splinting, etc., in Periodontal 
Cases.” 


Dental Hygienist Association 


The Association held its regular month- 
ly meeting on Tuesday, January 18th, at 
the Philadelphia County Medical Society 
Building. The guest speaker was Miss 
Miriam Willis of Harrisburg, who spoke 
on “Our ADHA.” 


Dental Explorers Society 


The members of the society met on 
Thursday, January 13th, at which time 
they were given a very interesting talk by 
Dr. Morris Samitz, who selected for his 
topic, “Oral Lesions.”” Dr. Samitz is As- 
sistant Professor of Dermatology, School 
of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania. 





President 
Ina JONES 


Secretary 
R. E. V. MILrer 


Reporters 
R. W. Rarey-P. E. Coste 











Due to the proximity of the Greater 
Philadelphia Annual Meeting, we defer 
our next meeting until March. We felt 
that so many of our members had made 
arrangements to attend this ever-spectac- 
ular affair that whatever business we had 
could be attended to at a future date. 
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President 
Avan E. Davis 


Secretary 
J. H. Hannison 











Reporter 
J. KaiscHunis 


Luzerne County Dental Society 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Luzerne County Dental Society was held 
at the Elks Home on December 13th, in 
Pittston. At this time the following off- 
cers were elected to serve in their various 
capacities for 1955: 

Joseph Falchek 
Robert Berman 
Joseph Fasciana 


Joseph Krischunis 
William Myers 


President 
President-Elect 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer Ted Knoll 
Assistant Treasurer ........Alfred Teitsworth 
Delegates . .Baden Roberts and Lawrence Clark 
Alternates 

Leonard Sergott and Alfred Teitsworth 


Dr. George Hutter officiated at the in- 
stallation ceremonies, after which he pre- 
sented past presidents L. Sergott and D. 
Gordon with plaques, as fitting rewards 
for their many years of outstanding serv- 
ice to their society. 

At a most enjoyable fellowship hour 
which followed, a buffet luncheon and 
other more subtle refreshments were 
served, resulting in a good time being had 
by the large turnout. 


Scranton District Dental Society 


The annual Christmas party of the 
Scranton District Dental Society was held 
on Tuesday evening, December 14th, in 
the Junior Ballroom of the Hotel Jermyn. 
Following a cocktail hour, a very delicious 
dinner was served, following which a very 
special program was enjoyed by the many 
members who were present. The annual 
installation of officers took place at this 
meeting and the names of the new ofh- 
cials will appear in the next issue of the 
JOURNAL. 

The Scranton District Dental Society 
can well be proud of the accomplishments 





of the year just ended. President Frank, 
with the help of all his officers and com- 
mittee chairmen, coworkers et al., has 
served us well and we can truthfully say, 
“Well done, Mr. President,” as he takes 
leave of his official duties as president. 
All of the members have worked in har- 
mony which is the basic requirement of 
all successful undertakings, whether it be 
a football team, a United Nations or a 
dental society. At least in a transient 
way Scranton will be a center of dental 
activity for some time to come. As we 
are known as the “Friendly City,” “The 
Electric City,” “The Anthracite Center of 
the World,” “The All-American City,” 
and No. 1 City in industrial improvement, 
it only follows naturally that we be known 
for our high standards in Dentistry and 
the other professions. Your reporter may 
seem a bit selfish when he asks all to keep 
up the good work and even do better in 
1955, nevertheless he expresses that as his 
most sincere wish. 
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President 
G. Frep SHEESE 


Secretary 
Frep HoeFrrer 


Reporter 
F. W. Burren 











While district meetings are not quite 
so frequent as component society meet- 
ings, it may be well, nevertheless to keep 
posted from time to time on the events 
that transpire out in the hinterland. We 
herewith present a refresher for your 
memory in presenting the various officers 
of your Fouth District: 

G. Fred Sheese, Annville 


H. H. Dougherty, Reading 
. .Fred H. Hoeffer, Reading 


President 
Vice-President 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Trustees 
..W. H. Kurtz, H. L. Logan, G. S. Schlegel 
Censors 
..C. R. Evans, R. E. Raker, A. J. Strohecker 
Delegates .....N. C. Brennan, F. H. Hoeffer, 
C. P. Marburger, F. W. Herbine, H. K. Wil- 
lits 
Alternates ..J. Konopka, C. A. Grim, H. H. 
Zehner, W. H. Kurtz and Max Kaplan 


A.D.A. Delegate 

Alternate 

Nominee for Council on Dental Health ...., 

H. K. Willits 

In passing, we wish to commend our 

faithful scribe, Fred Hoeffer, having 

labored for lo these many years, wielding 

the pen and counting the change. The 

next meeting will take place sometime in 

the Spring; due notice will be given as 

to its time and place. 


Reading Dental Society 

The annual election of officers was held 
on Monday evening, January 3rd, at the 
regular meeting held in Medical Hall. 
The following were elected and installed 
for 1955: 
President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Dispensary Board (2 years) 

...Drs. James Ruth and Frederick Vastine 


Cyril V. Leddy 
Samuel Lindemuth 
Paul W. Angstadt 

Norton Behney 


Retiring president Harry H. Dougherty 
delivered the annual President’s Message 
in which he thanked his officers and com. 
mitteemen and the membership in general 
for their valuable assistance in making 
his administration an outstanding success. 
At the same meeting the annual reports 
of the some twenty-one committees were 
read and duly recorded. 

We are happy to welcome to our midst 
the following new members, Drs. Adolph 
W. Styer, George N. Pappas, Albert M. 
Wagner, Edward W. Stoeberau, Richard 
C. Marks, and Sterling Kleiser. We feel 
sure that these men will prove valuable 
additions to our ranks, and take pleasure 
in extending to them the right hand of fel- 
lowship. Retiring secretary, Dr. Charles 
J. Wolfe, was given a vote of thanks fot 
his many years of faithful service. 

We note with much pride that our own 
Fred Herbine has been elected second 
vice-president of the American Dental As- 
sociation, and we take this opportunity to 
offer our sincere congratulations to a mem- 
ber of our society who has given of his 
time and efforts most unselfishly in the 
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advancement of dentistry from local, 
through state to national levels. Fred 
has served on the National Council on 
Dental Trade and Laboratory Relations 
for six years, during which time he also 
served as chairman of that group. He 
has been president of the Pennsylvania 
State Dental Society as well as his own 
local group and has served on many com- 
mittees as well. Our wishes go out to 
Fred for a most successful term in office 
and may it be a stepping-stone to higher 
things. 
Study Club 


The Wyomissing Club was the scene of 
the annual banquet of the Study Club on 
Wednesday evening, January 19th. Be- 
sides the banquet, the many members 
present enjoyed a night of FUN and 
HILARITY. A feature of the occasion 
was the installation of the newly-elected 
officers for 1955, they being as follows: 


ET <cuhi bias 3% s oincaeade E. L. Snyder 
Vice-President Robert L. Rothermel 
Secretary-Treasurer Harry H. Dougherty 


Ass’t Secretary-Treasurer James Ruth 


Dental Seminar 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Seminar was held on Tuesday evening, 
January 11th, in the Board Room at the 


Community General Hospital. The ses- 
sion was featured by the presence of Dr. 
Jack Alloy, of Philadelphia, who is asso- 
ciated with Dr. Lewis Fix at the Post 
Graduate School of Dentistry, Temple 
University. Dr. Alloy is well known for 
his work in periodontia, and addressed the 
group on “Gingival Plastic Surgery.” He 
gave a practical demonstration of his work 
in the dental clinic at the hospital, and 
itevoked much enthusiasm from the many 
members present. The attendance at the 
meetings of the Seminar this season has 
been very gratifying, and the program 
committee is to be commended upon its 
fine work in arranging so splendid a 
series of clinics and lectures. 


Medical-Dental Bureau 


It is very gratifying to note that our 
Bureau is growing, and growing some 
more. We are happy to announce that 
as of now the membership consists of 164 
physicians, 88 dentists and 3 hospitals. 
Kenneth W. Miller and Lincoln R. Ram- 
sey of our own society have just become 
affiliated with the Bureau and they too 
will soon learn just how valuable an in- 
vestment they have made. Unless a pro- 
fessional man avails himself of the ad- 
vantages of this group, he will hardly 
realize just what it is to have so great an 
aid to his daily office routine. Especially 
is the phone service to be recommended ; 
we cannot speak too highly of its benefits, 
and together with the collection service 
the Bureau affords we have an invaluable 
asset which is anyone’s but for the asking. 


¢¢ ¢ 





President 
O. R. Reme. 
Secretary 
J. D. Granam 

R. 


eporters 
S. H. Yorrse-J. W. MoCavu.tey 
P. E. Waruu-Gus RusEensTery 











At the annual meeting of the Fifth 
District Dental Society, held at the Acad- 
emy of Medicine, in Harrisburg, the fol- 
lowing men were installed in office for 
the coming year: 

President O. R. Reidle, York, Pa. 
President-elect .. Howard B. Minnich, Lititz, Pa. 
Secretary-Treasurer 


Jennings D. Graham, Lemoyne, Pa. 
A.D.A. Delegate . Albert Goho, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Harrisburg Dental Society 


The Harrisburg Dental Society met on 
Friday evening, December 10th, at the 
Harrisburg Academy of Medicine for 
their regular monthly meeting at which 
time the annual election of officers was 
held, with the following results: 


President 
President-elect 
Vice-President 
Secretary-Treasurer 


Harry Pittman 
Mark Eckman 
Bruce Mathias 
Samuel Yoffe 
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The main speaker for the evening was 
Dr. John J. Lucas who selected for his 
subject: “Psychosomatic Dentistry.” Dr. 
Lucas has long been interested in this 
complex subject and gave his listeners 
some insight into the many facets of be- 
havior problems of our patients and how 
to try to understand them for our mutual 
benefits. Dr. Freeman Fry gave a clin- 
ical demonstration of “Hypnotics,” a sub- 
ject being placed under hypnosis, and 
various tests employed to show the effec- 
tiveness of this means of approach to 
dental problems. The advantages and 
disadvantages of Old Age and Survivors 
Insurance were discussed briefly by Dr. 
Albert Goho who pointed out many sa- 
lient features of this program and how 
they would affect the older practitioner's 
pocketbook. 

The Fluoridation Committee reported 
good progress in the West Shore Com- 
munity which will soon receive fluori- 
dated water through the Riverton Water 
Supply Company. However the commit- 
tee reported that recently an anti-fluorida- 
tion public meeting was held in Harris- 
burg, the leader of the opposition being a 
dentist from Lancaster, Dr. George Brett. 
The arguments against fluoridation were 
related to the medical field according to 
this group and it is difficult for our com- 
mittee members to understand why a den- 
tist should come forward with misconcep- 
tions in a field in which he has not re- 
ceived his formal education, since the 
medical profession on both national and 
local levels have approved the fluoridation 
of water supplies as being safe, and with- 
out the possibility of injury to the human 
body. 

Lancaster County Dental Society 

A special meeting was arranged for 
December, which consisted entirely of 
professional movies, and in spite of the 
activities of the holiday season and in- 
clement weather, a large group attended. 
The following films were shown: ‘The 
Biological Approach to the Periodontal 
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Problem”; ‘Cysts, the Removal of Den. 
tigerous and Radicular Types”; ‘Fluori- 
dation, a Drop in the Bucket’’ and “The 
Application of the Rocky Mountain 
Crown to Children’s Dentistry.” 

Drs. J. J. Bentman and Robert Hess, 
co-chairman of the Civil Defense Com. 
mittee outlined the scope of our activities 
and responsibilities in civil defense. These 
general principles should be familiar in 
order to cooperate with key civil defense 
and other health personnel in planning 
and operating first-aid stations and hos 
pitals, in the event of atomic attack. In 
the field of auxiliary casualty care, den- 
tists have much to offer and, by actively 
participating in the civil defense program 
and serving in civil defense first-aid sta- 
tions and hospitals, will perform a great 
service to the community. Civil defense 
is no longer just a by-word—it must be 
taken seriously by everyone. The emer- 
gency which could so quickly develop 
should not find us unprepared or shirk- 
ing our responsibilities. 

Program chairman, Bill Moore, an- 
nounced plans for the January meeting in 
which the subject “Implant Dentures,” 
was proposed for discussion. Dr. Irwin 
Zimmerman of Pittsburgh, was engaged 
as the lecturer. In February there will be 
a combined meeting of the Lancaster 
County Dental Society and the Women’s 
Auxiliary to the society for which a spe- 
cial program of entertainment has been 
planned. 

Congratulations are in order for Dr. 
and Mrs. Robert Brackbill who are the 
proud parents of a baby boy. The Brack- 
bills reside in Landisville, Pa. 

Our bowling team is back in first place 
in the Service Club Bowling League. 
They reached the top notch the hard way 
by beating the first place Kiwanis Club 
team. Competition in the league is very 
keen and the quality of the matches is 
high. Our anchor man, Howie Eckhart, 
is maintaining the second highest average 
in the league. 





New members accepted into the society 
were J}. Donald Herzog of Lancaster, 
George J. Storb, of Terre Hill, George 
Huber of Lititz who is stationed at the 
Marine Recruiting Depot, San Diego, 
California, and Rodney Hoober of New 
Holland, who is stationed at Syracuse Air 
Force Base, Syracuse, N. Y. 
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President 
J. K. Bonepreak 





Secretary 
Joun Bei. 


Reporters 
Joun Bexixi-C, G. Stewart 








Cambria County Dental Society 


Sixty-seven persons attended the annual 
Christmas party of the Cambria County 
Dental Society and its Auxiliary on 
Thursday evening, December 16th, in the 
Johnstown Elks Home. After partaking 
of a steak dinner, President L. J. Wesner 
installed the following officers for 1955: 


President ..Lloyd Soloweigh 
William Silverstein 
....... Walter Hrin 
OS a EP OAT Bees wes. 
Lee Englebach and Robert Slick 


Dean Wilson 


President-elect ......... 
Secretary-Treasurer ...... 


Council, 2 years 


Dr. Wesner thanked the various com- 
mittees for the efficient and cooperative 
manner in which they functioned during 
the past year. The meeting was then 
turned over to Dr. Frank Geer, Master 
of Ceremonies for the evening. The en- 
tertainment included music by the Rolling 
Tones Quartette from Altoona, panto- 
mime by Dr. Robert Ditmar, organ selec- 
tions by 11-year-old Ray Warren, accor- 
dion seiections by Dr. Walter Hrin, and 
sleight-of-hand tricks by George Mandell. 
Dr. Walter Dunford played the role of 
Santa Claus and presented door prizes. 
The committee in charge of arrangements 
consisted of: Drs. Hrin, Litman, G. Mat- 
thews, W. Dunford, Wilson, Bondy, 
Johnson, Teitelbaum, Mooney, Grove, 
M. D. Skinner, Quirk and Fritz. 








President 
B. P. Roxoskr 


Secretary 
Crame LaTHROP 


Reporter 
L. Rosert Cupp 














The officers to serve the Bradford Den- 
tal Society were elected at the annual 
dinner meeting held at the Hotel Holley, 
Bradford, on the evening of December 
15th. The men selected to govern the 
society for the coming year are: 

Leo Brodis 


.....B. E. Griesbaum 
William Holden 


President 
Vice-President ...... 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Dr. Charles Powers, retiring president 
addressed the group briefly, thanking 
them for their splendid cooperation dur- 
ing the past year. 

A feature of the meeting was a clinic 
and demonstration of a dental apparatus 
by B. Hollbrock of Ohio who was intro- 
duced by Sam Ryder of Buffalo. Dr. 
Powers presented Mr. Ryder to the group. 
Others attending the dinner meeting were 
Drs. John K. Thamm, K. E. Kilbury, 
Victor E. Schermerhorn, David Wilson, 
E. L. Padolph and laboratory technician 
Lester Hutchinson, all of Bradford, and 
Dr. Philip Carlson of Port Allegany. 
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President 
R. B. Mosier 


Secretary 
Jack CLARKE 


Reporters 
E. G. ENGELSKIRGER 
F. A. PANKRATZ 


Erie County Dental Society 


The Erie County Dental Society has 
been a very busy organization since the 
beginning of the current year. Dr. Jack 
Clarke is our program chairman once 
more and is doing his usual fine job. Our 
first scientific meeting of the year was held 
on October 20th at the Moose Club, (our 
monthly meeting place) and took the 
form of a dinner and scientific session 
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combined, (another monthly habit): Dr. 
Leonard Fosdick of the University of 
Illinois, gave us a very fine discussion on 
“Enzyme Inhibitors in Dentifrices,” and 
also presented slides taken in Africa de- 
picting a dental survey conducted on the 
African Bushmen, a very primitive and 
diminishing race. Our November meet- 
ing was well attended and was addressed 
by Dr. Martin Hamilton, representing the 
Rocky Mountain Metal Products Com- 
pany, and who presented some very fine 
films on children’s dentistry. 

Dr. Joseph Galbo, who heads up the 
membership committee, has come up with 
a comprehensive study of the father-son, 
brother-sister combinations of dental prac- 
titioners in our district. We are proud 
to have so great a number of such combi- 
nations, and take great pleasure in ap- 
pending them herewith. 


There Must Be Gold in Them Thar 
Hills, (Marginal Ridges, That Is), 
in Erie County. Can Your 
Society Top This? 


Year 
Started 
Timothy J. O'Leary 
Brother—Maurice 
Sister—Bertha 
Sons—Joseph, Jr. 
John 
E. R. Baker 
Sons—Edward 
Henry 
Charles 
Felix Stegelski 
Sons—Gilbert 
Roland 
W. R. Rogers 
Sons—W alter 
Tyrell 
Veihdeffer Brothers ........... 
Norbert 
Larry 
Walter 
Dobosiewicz Sisters 
Helen 
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Y ear 
Started 
Sonia 
Mary 


Son—L. C. Chatham, Jr. 
C. C. Pollitt 
Son—Robert 
O. M. Morrell 
Son—Robert 
P. H. Richardson 
Son—James 
R. J. Sample 
Son—George 
Nick Brothers 


Our December meeting, following past 
custom, was held in the form of a Christ- 
mas party. As usual this turned out to 
be one of the highlights of our yearly 
program. Our dinner dance was held at 
the Lawrence Hotel with good food, good 
music and good fellowship. 

It is with regret that I have the follow- 
ing to report: For the past two years we 
have been waging a campaign both in 
newsprint and by word of mouth in favor 
of fluoridation of the water supplies in 
Erie. The brunt of this campaign was 
carried by Dr. K. L. Davis, who was pres- 
ident of the society in 1953, and who 
gave many hours of his personal time and 
managed eventually to get our City Coun- 
cil to vote in favor of the program. How- 
ever, after much political shenanigans and 
haggling, Council chose to evade the is- 
sue by presenting it to the voting public 
at our last election. The result of the 
voting was two to one against fluoridation. 
Regardless of this set-back, we still have 
hopes of some day getting favorable ac 
tion on this valuable health issue inas- 
much as council's vote was originally in 
our favor. 

We have several new members with us 
this year, among whom are: Dr. D. D. 
Calvert, Dr. Walter Viehdeffer, Dr. Her- 





bert A. Mercier, Dr. George Sample, Dr. 
Edward McIntyre, Dr. W. D. Barrett, Dr. 
C. H. Perker and Dr. W. B. Trice. 


The officers elected for 1955 are: 


I Pree Paul G. Daubenspeck 
PNG . cnccteccusghes P. A. Clement 
SRE ee or E. G. Engelskirger 


Treasurer W. J. MacDougall 





President 
M. E. NicHoLson 


Secretary 
H. D. Burts, Jr. 


Reporter 
Wriu1uM E. Harr 











The Christmas season found things at 
a temporary standstill here in Western 
Pennsylvania, the biggest news having 
been the Pitt Dental Alumni Fund Rais- 
ing Campaign. Dr. William D. McClel- 
land, a member of the Pitt Board of Trus- 
tees, was chairman of the fund raising 
drive to raise additional funds among the 
Pitt Dental graduates, to help with the 
building of the new Health Center which 
will integrate the Schools of Medicine, 
Dentistry, Pharmacy and Nursing. 

The Western Pennsylvania Society of 
Oral Surgeons have elected the following 
officers for the 1954-55 term: 


Donald E. Wagner 
Albert J. Hyde 
..Harold J. Zubrow 


President 
President-Elect 


Secretary-Treasurer .. 


At the society's last meeting on De- 
cember 8th Dr. Oscar V. Batson of the 
Graduate School of Medicine, University 
of Pennsylvania, gave an address on “The 
Pathways for the Extension of Dental In- 
fection.” 

On November 7th, 1954, in Miami, 
Drs. Homer D. Butts, President of the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society, and 
D. S. Carnahan, President of the Odonto- 
logical Society of Western Pennsylvania, 
became Fellows of the American College 
of Dentists. Also in Miami the Ameri- 
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can Dental Society of Anesthesiology 
elected Dr. J. H. Mervis of Clairton, Pa., 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

Dr. Leonard Monheim, head of the 
Department of Anesthesia of the School 
of Dentistry, University of Pittsburgh, 
gave a three-day refresher course at the 
36th annual meeting of the American 
Society of Oral Surgeons at Hollywood, 
Florida, in November. 

At French Lick, Indiana on October 16, 
1954, Dr. Kurt Odenheimer was made a 
member of the Executive Committee of 
the Conference of Cancer Coordinators. 

Dr. I. Franklin Miller recently gave a 
course on “Clinical Occlusion” at the 
Northwestern University Dental School in 
Chicago. 

Dr. S. Wah Leung was recently made a 
member of the Executive Committee of 
the Section on Dentistry of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science. 





Goal... 


Your goal is making people 
better qualified for useful and 
enjoyable lives. 


We're on the same team for it’s 
our goal to make people happier 
and healthier through the superb 
facilities for rest or play here at 
The Manor. 

Reservations Required 


Send for Color Booklet 
Remarkably Modest Tariffs 


| POCONO 
MANOR 
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POCONO MANOR, PENNA. 


Mt. Pocono 3611 
John M. Crondall, Monager 
PHILADELPHIA OFFICE: LOMBARD 4-5624 





® 
NO SECRET FORMULA! 
NOT A MIRACLE DRUG! 


A COMBINATION OF SELECTED ESSENTIAL OILS AND REFINED CRESOL 


IN THE OFFICE, DENTINOL DELIVERS. Dentists since the turn) 
of the century have been successfully using DENTINOL in the treatment of 
pyorrhea, gingivitis, and Vincent’s infection. In case after case, dentists have: 
found that DENTINOL does the job. In combination with operative therapy the 
antibacterial action of DENTINOL gets the job done without interfering with deli- 
cate chemical balance of the system. Not a miracle drug, but very effective ix 
most cases of oral infection. Available to dentists only. 


NOT A MIRACLE DRUG! DENTINOL DOES THE DEED! 


x 
Toy PYROZIDE MEDICATED DENTIFRICE FOR HOME USE, 


By the makers of DENTINOL. Get a sample free of charge, then you will see th 
difference. Write Dept. 27 


DENTINOL & PYROZIDE COMPANY Sonaing Lontists 
CONVENT, NEW JERSEY (20 Cues Kadf A @onteny 
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Actually, NO! But one of the hardest things to break 
is FAITH — faith in an ideal, a policy, a hero. . . yes, 
even faith in a product. 

And that’s why the dental profession for over 60 
years has looked to Cook-Waite for the finest in dental 
products. The profession knows, from experience, that 
they can depend upon the research and manufacturing 
“know-how’ of Cook-Waite to bring them products 
which are unsurpassed. 

We appreciate this faith . . . and f2 
it’s our policy — yes, our duty — to C00 K WA IT 
see to it that this professional faith is 7 : g 
justified, — ae 


QAVOTALOTLL: 











